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Business Registration in the EU

1s t Company Law Directive 68/151/CEC, amended in 
2003

•  Compulsory disclosure of documents   and data at 
national level s ince from 1st January 2007 in electronic 
format

•  Documents  and data to be available to the public to 
ensure market transparency and protection of third 
parties
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Business Registration in Europe

At National Level :
  Different bodies  

- Courts- Courts

- - Chambers  of CommerceChambers  of Commerce

-  Adminis trative offices-  Adminis trative offices

  Different organisational models

  Different rules  during the regis tration process

  Different agreements  with other national PAs  
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The EBR Background

• EBR was  born as  initiative by some of the public bodies  
respons ible for company regis tration and legal publicity, 
to create the telematic network to provide easy and 
multi-language  access  to the official company data all 
over Europe.

• 21 European Countries  involved now, some more to be 
integrated in the next future

• S ingle access  point S ingle access  point 

• User interface in the national languageUser interface in the national language

• EBR network is  coordinated by the EBR EEIG, based in 
Brussels
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Driving issues

• No changes  to national sys temsNo changes  to national sys tems

• Multi-language and multi-character setMulti-language and multi-character set

• Ease of integrationEase of integration

• Low cost platformsLow cost platforms

• Independence  from vendorsIndependence  from vendors

• EBR as  service integrated in the national service EBR as  service integrated in the national service 
provis ionprovis ion
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EBR – Some figures

 21 Information Providers21 Information Providers

 22.000.000 Regis tered companies22.000.000 Regis tered companies

 18.000.000 Active companies  18.000.000 Active companies  

 9 Languages  currently available for the Common User 9 Languages  currently available for the Common User 

InterfaceInterface
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The EBR S ervice

http://localhost/samples/map_98.html
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Company Search
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List of Companies
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Company Profile
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Company Officials
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Official Profile
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EBR – Current scenario 
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Future scenario

 S ocietas  Europaea 

 European private company

 Branches  abroad, cross  border mergers

 Anti money laundering, e-procurement, transparency of 
financial markets , etc 

 S ervices  Directive
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A likely future scenario :
the BRITE project

Country ACountry A Country B

European Business Register

Paper Based 
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E-Filing 
Enterprise

File
File; 
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Request
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Other Government 
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Other Government 
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File

Agent

Transfer Data

Inquire

Public

Inquire
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Project Outline

 Contract s igned with Commiss ion

 Project s tarted on the 1s t of March 2006
 36 months duration 

 19 partners , with EBR EEIG as  coordinator

 7 Bus iness  Regis ters  currently involved

 4 more BRs  involved from 1s t of March 2008
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The four service cases

 Transfer of seat for S E and application for Cross  Border 
Mergers

 11th Directive enforcement and s implification

 S upport for e-procurement take up

 Cross -domain interoperability

BRITE will address  the complete interoperability (semantic, 
technical and organisational) between Bus iness  Regis ters  
and will test the results  with four pilots :
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New U.K. PLCs with Majority of Directors 
Living in another EU Member State
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REID 

Re g is t e r e d  En t it y  Id e n t if ie r  (REID )

Objective:

“Cr e a t e  a  s in g le  in t e r n a t io n a l n um b e r in g  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  

id e n t if ica t io n  o f  e n t e r p r is e s  w it h o u t  in t e r f e r in g  w it h  e x is t in g  

n a t io n a l s y s t e m s ”



20

REID 

10181907 

SHELL EESTI AKTS IASELTS  

Regis tration department of the County Court of Harju, Estonia 

0113882-9 
Oy S hell AB
PRH, Finland

05095090021827 
Manfred S chott S hell-S B-S tation, Waschanlage, Reparaturen 
Mönchengladbach Commercial Court, Germany 

900850
S hell Chemicals  Limited CRO, Ireland 

260767
EuroS hell S .R.L. 
RE - REG G IO  EM ILIA , It a ly  

5164024399  
S hell S candinavia B.V. (Holland) –  filial
BOLS , S weden 

71496S hell Investments  Limited JFS C, S tates  of Jersey 

03323845S hell Limited CH, UK

20284439
S hell Line A/SDCCA, Denmark

92
71
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Shell
 Compan

y (
Hell

as
) L

im
ite

d

ACCI, G
ree

ce

G82157678S hell Espana Pens ionesRM Madrid, S pain 

263456k
S hell Phillipines  Holdings  Gmbh. 
Commercial Court, Vienna, Austria LB53343

S hell Energielux S .A.
Re g is t r e  d e  Co m m e r ce  e t  d e s  So cié t é s , 

Lu x e m b o u r g

R17838037
S HELL - FARMA S RL

NTRO, Romania
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What do we have…

Company Register in CRO, Dublin, Ireland

ISO Country Code

IECROCR 358857 60

Number on the Register

Check Digit

. -
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More information

www.ebr.org

www.briteproject.net

Vito.giannella@ ebrdirect.be
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